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LABEL REQUIREMENTS 


Food-Drug Chief Advises Prompt Revision on Basis 
of Regulations Issued 


In a statement addressed to food manufacturers, packers, 
and distributors under date of February 28, W. G. Campbell, 
chief of the Food and Drug Administration, discussed revision 
of labels. The complete statement follows: 


“While the progress made to date by food, drug, and cos- 
metic manufacturers in revising labels to comply with the 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act which becomes effective on 
June 25, is gratifying, information reaches us that some 
food manufacturers and distributors are to a considerable 
extent still postponing the task of revising labels because of 
rumors of further announcements from the Department clari- 
fying, interpreting, or elaborating upon the Act and regula- 
tions. 

“The purpose of this announcement is twofold: First, to 
impress upon all that no such announcements are contem- 
plated. The Act was signed June 25, 1938, and specified the 
unusually long period of twelve months for al necessary 
adjustments before the effective date of the food provisions. 
It is believed that the language of the Act itself leaves no 
doubt as to the kind of labeling that would fully meet the 
requirements. Manufacturers were in a position last June, 
therefore, to begin at least the preliminary review and revision 
of their labels. The general regulations were publicly an- 
nounced in tentative form on October 15, and issued in final 
form on December 28, 1938. These, in effect, constitute 
the Department's interpretation of the Act. 

“The promulgation of these regulations cleared the way 
for immediate attention to general label revision. On Feb- 
ruary 15 the Secretary, one authority of section 902 (a) 
(2) of the Act, designated the following foods as exempt 
from the requirements of section 403 (i) (2) as to listing 
of ingredients for a reasonable period of time of two years 
to permit the formulation of definitions and standards of 
identity: white, whole wheat, milk, and raisin breads; eva- 
porated milk; sweetened condensed milk; malted milk; 
unmixed, immature canned vegetables; unmixed canned 
fruits, canned oysters, clams, shrimp, and fish roe; sauer- 
kraut; olives in brine; cheeses, oleomargarine; mayonnaise 
dressing; fruit preserves; sweet chocolate; sweet milk choco- 
late; lemon, orange, and vanilla extracts. 

“In addition, hearings have already been held on proposed 
definitions and standards for tomato juice, puree, paste, and 
catsup, and canned tomatoes. Hearings have also covered 
several egg products, the labeling of which is fairly simple. 

“No opportunity has as yet presented itself to consider 
the issuance of regulations under section 403 (j), prescrib- 
ing certain information regarding vitamin and mineral con- 
tent on dietary foods, but undetermined labeling questions 
under this section are restricted to a relatively narrow field. 


“The second purpose of this notice is to appeal to manu- 
faciurers and others to refrain from submitting specimens 
of current stocks of labels to the Administration for review 
as to their ‘legality under the new Act before an attempt 
has been made by the ¥esponsible manufactiirers to revise 


. law on drafts of proposed revise 


the labels when and as it appears necessary after careful 
attention to the language and spirit of the law and regulations. 
“The Administration will, of course, continue its long- 
standing policy of pointing out applicable provisions of the 
| labels submitted for that 
purpose to the extent to which time can be diverted from 
regulatory operations. At present, however, the facilities at 
our disposal are entirely too limited to give the detailed replies 
we would desire to give in view of the relatively enormous 
volume of inquiries received at this time, and answers to 
which, in the main, are to be found in the law and regulations.” 


Transcripts of Canned Tomato Hearing Filed 


Public notice has been issued that on February 28 there 
was filed with the hearing clerk of the United States Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, the transcripts of evidence in the public 
hearing on canned tomatoes. 


These hearings were held for the purpose of receiving 
evidence upon the basis of which a regulation may be pro- 
mulgated (a) fixing and establishing a reasonable definition 
and standard of identity, standard of quality, and standard 
of fill of container, for canned tomatoes; and (b) specifying 
the form and manner of label statements for such canned 
tomatoes which fall below such standard of quality, and such 
standard of fill of container. 


Pursuant to the announcement made by the presiding 
officer, John McDill Fox, at these hearings, written argu- 
ments, proposed findings of fact, or both, together with sug- 
gestions and conclusions, based solely on the evidence, may 
be filed not later than March 10, 1939, with the hearing 
clerk, Office of the Solicitor, Department of Agriculture, 
Washington. 


FACTORS IN PACK PROGRAM 


Production, Stocks, and ee of the Four 
Major Canned Vegetables 


At this season of the year, canners’ interests are usually 
about equally divided between the prospects for disposing of 
the remainder of their packs and plans for the coming year. 

The interests of one canner may center around one product 
and in planning for 1939 he may take into account the statis- 
tical situation of that product only. It should be pointed out, 
however, that all canned foods compete with each other. The 
competition for consumer buying among certain foods is very 
definite and real. 

For example, the four major canned vegetables—corn, 
peas, tomatoes, and green and wax beans—compete to such 
an extent that it is practically impossible for any one of them 
to get very far out of line in either prices or volume of move- 
ment. This fact has been demonstrated very clearly this 
year. The large supplies and low prices of peas, corn, and 
beans havé very definitely’ affected ‘both prices and sales of 
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canned tomatoes, which have been in a fairly favorable 
statistical position. It seems advisable, therefore, that some 
presentation be made of the statistical picture of these four 
canned vegetables combined. 

To obtain a general perspective of the sales problem that 
has confronted the packers of these items during the last 
five years, there is presented the following table showing the 
total supply (pack plus carryover) for each of the last five 
years, derived from statistics published by the Association: 


Corn Pear Tomatoes Beans Total 

Marketing year 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 
Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 

1034 35 . 11,876 15,709 19.850 6.254 53.680 
24.032 25.062 7,085 77,019 
1036-37... 15.455 19,842 22.304 6.519 4.180 
1037-38 25.101 25.621 25.502 0.613 85 837 
1038-39... 25.656 30,049 24.254 11,200 01.258 


Beginning with 1934-35, the total supply of these four 
canned vegetables was 53,689,000 cases. By 1937-38 the total 
supply had increased to 85,837,000. It is of course recog- 
nized that, since the purchasing power of the consumer was 
increasing during this same period, it might have been 
possible to increase production without lowering prices and 
at the same time sell each year's supply before the beginning 
of the next season. It is not necessary to go into a lengthy 
discussion of what happened to prices of these products 
during this period. Everyone knows that the trend of prices 
has been downward. 

It might be well, however, to show how much of the supply 
each year was carried over into the following marketing year. 
This information is presented for each of the products in 
the following table: 


Corn Peas Tomatoes Beans Total 

Marketing year 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 1,000 

Cases Cases Cases Cases Cases 

1034-35...... 149 270 772 336, 1,527 

1935-36 833 3.004 1,346 306 6,149 
2,245 2,507 75 


4,654 968 


It will be noted from this table that carryovers have been 
mounting from year to year. The 53,689,000 supply of 
1934-35 was moved into consumption before the next year’s 
pack, leaving only a nominal carryover amounting to about 
1,500,000 cases for the four items combined. During 1935-36, 
when prices were much lower than for the previous year, the 
consumption of these four items was increased by about 
18,000,000 cases. This increase, however, was affected as 
everyone knows by considerable sacrifice in prices. 


In spite of this increase in consumption, there were over 
6,000,000 cases left on hand at the end of the year. Owing 
largely to the drought in 1936 the total supply was reduced 
to 64,000,000 cases, but the carryover was not reduced cor- 
respondingly. The year 1937-38 brought another large 
supply, which amounted to 85,837,000 cases. Prices again 
receded to lower levels, but in spite of these low prices about 
14,500,000 cases were carried over into the 1938-39 season. 


A year ago when canners were faced with the prospect of 
the largest carryover on record and prices were in many 
instances, lower than they were at the low point of the de- 
pression, it was expected that there would be substantial 
reductions in acreage. As a matter of fact, pea canners 


reduced plantings 11.7 per cent below that planted in 1937. 


Corn canners cut their acreage 25.2 per cent. The acreage 
of tomatoes was likewise reduced, but the bean acreage was 
increased slightly. In spite of these acreage reductions, the 
1938 packs of peas and beans were of record size. The corn 
pack was much larger than that anticipated from the acre- 
age planted. 


These large packs when added to the large carryover froia 
the 1937 pack made a total supply for 1938-39 of these four 
items amounting to 91,258,000 cases, or, in other words, 70 
per cent larger than the supply five years earlier. The large 
packs of 1938 can be accounted for by the unusually favor- 
able growing conditions, and, as pointed out above, de- 
veloped in spite of canners’ attempts to adjust supply to 
demand by reducing acreage. The fact remains, however, 
that the large supply developed and that consumer purchas- 
ing power or the demand for these canned food items has not 
increased as rapidly as has the total supply. 


Having presented this picture of total supply, movement 
into consuming channels, and carryover up to the current 
year, it remains to be completed by showing how much of 
the 91,000,000 cases will probably be consumed by the end 
of the year and therefore how much will be carried over and 
added to the 1939 pack. It is impossible, of course, to 
project this analysis into the future, as no one can tell defi- 
nitely how much will be shipped between now and the end 
of the year. 


It is possible, however, to present some figures which may 
be of assistance to those who wish to make their own calcula- 
tions. The following table shows the statistical picture for 
these four major canned vegetables combined, for each of 
the last five years: 

Shipped Jan. 1 Carryover at 


Marketing Total supply Stocks Jan. 1 to end of year end of year 

year 1,000 Cases 1,000 Casea 1,000 Cases 1,000 Cares 
1034-35...... 53 680 10,830 9,303 1,527 
1935-36 77,019 26 20,400 6,149 
1936-37...... 5,605 


On January 1, 1939, there were 51,354,000 cases of these 
four items in canners’ warehouses, or more than 10,000,000 
more than on January 1, 1938, and about 40,000,000 cases 
more than on the same date five years earlier. By comparing 
the stocks on January 1 with the total supply, one will note 
that in 1938-39 about 40,000,000 cases moved into consump- 
tion to January 1, whereas for the corresponding period in 
1937-38 nearly 45,000,000 cases were moved into consuming 
channels. For the previous year, 41,000,000 cases were 
shipped before January 1 and for 1935-36, about 50,000,000 
cases moved out of canners’ hands before January 1. 


The movement during the first half of the current year has 
been relatively lighter than for recent years in spite of lower 
prices, Some explain this by the fact that this year’s supply 
has been sold very largely on a spot market, whereas in 
former years a relatively larger percentage was delivered on 
future contracts. If this is true, one might expect shipments 
during the latter half of the year to be relatively larger than 
in former years. While this explanation may or may not be 
accurate, the fact remains that since January 1 the combined 
shipment of these items has been larger than fer the corre- 
spunding period of any of the previous years. 
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Last year 26,611,000 cases of these products were shipped 
out of canners’ hands from January 1 to the end of the mar- 
keting year. This was a larger shipment than for the corre- 
sponding period of any of the former years. Part of the 
increase, however, was due to government buying of peas 
and tomatoes. It remains to be seen whether the relatively 
larger movement to the trade since January 1 this year will 
offset the government buying of last year and result in a 
movement this year equal to the 26,611,000 cases shipped the 
latter half of last year. 

If the shipments from January 1 to the end of this year 
are equal to those of the corresponding period last year, the 
carryover of these four items would amount to about 25,- 
(000,000 cases. If, on the other hand, the rate of movement 
which has prevailed to date this year should continue, 
30,000,000 cases might be carried over into next year. The 
average movement of the last three years from January 1 
to the end of the year was about 21,500,000 cases. If this 
average movement should materialize this year, it would 
reduce the January 1 stocks to 30,000,000 cases by the end of 
the year. 

In any event, it seems likely that the carryover at the end 
of the year will be very large, and when measured in terms 
of total annual supply, may represent half of the total annual 
supply of five years ago. 


No Specific Type Shipping Case Recommended 


Canners who have been informed that the Association has 
gone on record in recommending specific types of shipping 
cases have written to the Association asking whether the 
report is correct and where the recommendations appeared. 

The Association has made no recommendation as to specific 
type or make of shipping case. It has approved the following 
recommendations, formulated by a Special Container Com- 
mittee several years ago after conference with the Chairman 
of the Western Classification Committee: 

“Where gross weight exceeds 35 pounds but does not exceed 
50 pounds, Cady or Mullen test of boxes to be not less than 
220 pounds per square inch; where gross weight exceeds 50 
pounds but does not exceed 65 pounds, Cady or Mullen test 
of boxes to be not less than 250 pounds per square inch. 

“In purchasing boxes canners should require that they meet 
or exceed these requirements, and that packages be so made 
as to hold the contents securely in place after the package 
has been properly sealed.” 


Complaint Issued Against “Consumers’ Bureau” 


A complaint has been issued by the Federal Trade Com- 
mission against Albert Lane, trading as Consumers’ Bureau 
of Standards, 319 West 48th St., New York, publisher of 
pamphlets now known as “Consumers’ Bureau Reports,” and 
formerly as “Consumers’ Preference.” 

In circulars, sales talks and letters to prospective pur- 
chasers, it allegedly was advertised that “Consumers’ Bureau 
of Standards” is a national, non-profit consumers’ research 
and educational organization which maintains a staff of tech- 
nicians and investigates, tests and reports on goods and 
services for the benefit of the ultimate consumer, when such 
were not the facts, 


The respondent is alleged to have represented and implied 
that the Consumers’ Bureau of Standards is affiliated with 
the Government's National Bureau of Standards; that his 
publications, which competed with magazines published for 
consumers like “Consumers’ Research” and “Consumers’ 
Union,” were designed to present the manufacturer's side of 
the picture in advertised products and that his magazines 
would be sold nationally with 1,000,000 copies distributed 
free, when such are not the facts. 


Intimidation and coercion by the respondent of manufac- 
turers and producers whose products he sought to list in his 
publications, are alleged. The respondent allegedly threat- 
ened that if such manufacturers and producers did not pur- 
chase copies of his magazines their products would be dis- 
paragingly listed therein. 

Typical of the respondent's representations as alleged in 
the complaint, are: “With well over a million branded prod- 
ucts on the market, our first selection was, of necessity, con- 
fined to a small percentage. The extensive distribution of 
Consumers’ Preference should, however, overcome this diffi- 
culty inasmuch as a manufacturer or distributor of competi- 
tive products has only to prove his products best by tests, 
under our supervision, to secure our free listing. In the 
event of a fixed difference of opinion between the manufac- 
turer and ourselves on technical matters on such a test, we 
will be glad to have the question at issue submitted to the 
Mellon Institute of Industrial Research or the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology for decision.” . . . “Consumers’ 
Bureau Reports are published four times a year in 32-page 
magazine form and they contain the results of Consumers’ 
Bureau of Standards’ search for the outstanding values in a 
wide variety of consumers’ products and services.” 

In truth and in fact, the respondent has no means of sub- 
mitting a disputed question to the Mellon Institute or the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology for decision, according 
to the complaint. 

The respondent, since 1937, has owned and published one 


edition of Consumers’ Preference and one of Consumers’ 
Bureau Reports, it is alleged. 


CONGRESS SUMMARY 


Action on Appropriation Bills — Hearings on 
Farm pm Social Security Measures 

During the past week in Congress, the Senate considered 
the national defense bill designed to increase the strength 
of the Army, while the House passed the Treasury and Post 
Office appropriation bill, adopted with reservations the con- 
ference report on the Independent Offices appropriation bill, 
rejected portions of the conference report on the first defi- 
ciency bill, and debated the War Department appropriations. 
Hearings continued on social security and cost-of-production 
farm legislation and hearings were begun on the subject of 
freight rate differentials and water pollution. 


Representative West of Texas introduced on February 28 
a companion bill (H. R. 4594) to the bills defining agricul- 
tural labor under the National Labor Relations Act, which 
had been submitted the preceding week by Senator Logan 
and Representatives Allen and Lea. The provision of the 
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bills of interest to canners were noted in the Lerrer for last 
week. 

At the present time no Committee action is planned on the 
bills. The Senate Committee on Education and Labor last 
Saturday set a date for hearings on all the Senate bills that 
have been introduced to amend the National Labor Relations 
Act. Committee Chairman Thomas of Utah, however, post- 
poned the hearings following the release of the President's 
letters to William Green and John L. Lewis urging appoint- 
ment of committees to negotiate peace between the labor 
organizations. 

Two bills to amend the Fair Labor Standards Act were 
introduced during the week. Representative Thomas of 
Texas proposes in H. R. 4645 to exempt, from the wage and 
hour sections of the Act, clerical and other office employees 
who are employed on a yearly basis at a salary of $1,200 
or more and who receive vacations and sick leave with pay. 

In the other bill (H. R. 4631), introduced by Representa- 
tive Darrow of Pennsylvania, the Act would be amended so 
that the present 44-hour maximum work-week would be con- 
tinued with respect to employees of wholesaling and distrib- 
uting concerns. The bill would not affect the payment of 
overtime at the time and one-half rate for hours worked in 
excess of the 44 hour maximum per week. 

The Senate Committee on Education and Labor favorably 
reported a resolution (S. J. Res. 59) that would authorize 
and direct the Bureau of Labor Statistics to collect informa- 
tion concerning the amount and value of all goods produced 
in State and Federal prisons, showing separately the amount 
and value of goods produced under the State-use, State- 
account, contract, and piece-price systems. An_ identical 
resolution was passed by the Senate at the last Congress but 
was not acted upon by the House. 

Cooperative markets for the sale, exchange, storage, and 
processing of all agricultural, horticultural, poultry, live- 
stock, and dairy products, and funds for the acquisition of 
real estate, construction of necessary buildings, purchase and 
installation of necessary and proper machinery, appliances, 
and equipment, and capital for their operation would be 
established by a bill (H. R. 4529) introduced February 27 by 
Representative Brown of Georgia. The establishment of the 
proposed markets, to be limited to six in each State, would be 
under the direction of the Secretary of Agriculture. 

Annual appropriations up to $25,000 each for engineering 
experiment stations operating in connection with land-grant 
colleges would be authorized in a bill (H. R. 4500) proposed 
by Representative Green of Florida. The funds would be 
used for conducting researches, investigations, and experi- 
ments relating to such subjects as (a) engineering principles 
and practice; (b) development, utilization, and conservation 
of natural resources and power; (c) transportation; (d) 
engineering and industrial procedures and management; (e) 
applications of machinery and equipment to economical and 
efficient production; (f) utilization of agricultural products 
and of trade and industrial wastes; (g) improvement of liv- 
ing and working conditions in industry and agriculture, with 
special reference to health, sanitation, and safety; (h) engi- 
neering problems involved in public works; (i) planning, 
design, construction, management, and maintenance of engi- 
neering projects; and (j) application of economics to engi- 
neering work, 


A similar bill (H. R. 4589), not so extensive in scope, has 
been introduced by Chairman Jones of the House Committee 
on Agriculture. 


Wage-Hour Definition Modified for Tobacco 


The Wage and Hour Division of the Department of Labor 
on February 25 issued a modified definition of “area of pro- 
duction” applicable to the handling, packing, storing, and 
drying of Puerto Rican leaf tobacco. In this new amend- 
ment to Regulation 536.2 of Section 13 (a) (10) of the Act, 
as in the definition issued with respect to dry edible beans, 
the Wage and Hour Division has adopted the “first concen- 
tration point” concept. The Regulations of the Division now 
provide, through the addition of the following alternative 
paragraph, that an individual shall be regarded as employed 
within the “area of production” and therefore exempt from 
the wage and hour limitations of the Fair Labor Standards 
Act: 

“(d) with respect to Puerto Rican leaf tobacco, if he is 
engaged in handling, packing, storing, and drying such to- 
bacco for market in an establishment which is a first con- 
centration point for such tobacco. As used in this subsection 
(d), “first concentration point’ means a place where such 
tobacco is first assembled from nearby farms for such 
preparation for market but shall not include any establish- 
ment normally receiving a portion of the tobacco assembled 
from other concentration points, nor any establishment oper- 
ated by a manufacturer for the preparation of tobacco for 
his own use in manufacturing.” 


Notice of a hearing to commence March 23 on the question 
of what amendment should be made to the “area of produc- 
tion” regulation under Section 13 (a) (10) of the Act with 
respect to the processing of sugar cane into sugar, syrup, 
or molasses, was made public by the Wage and Hour Divi- 
sion on February 28. 


Wage-Hour Trial Ends in Guilty Pleas 


The government's first criminal prosecution for violation 
of the Fair Labor Standards Act, against a Lawrence shoe 
firm, referred to in last week's INronmation Letrer, ended 
this week with pleas of guilty by the defendant firm. The 
court imposed a $1,000 fine on the manager and a $500 fine 
on the company for violating the prohibitions of the law 
against record falsification, failure to keep required records, 
and payment of wages less than the 25 cents an hour mini- 
mum. The court suspended payment of penalties for three 
of the four violations after counsel advised the court that 
restitution would be made to underpaid employees. 

The second indictment under the Act was filed against 
another shoe firm of Lawrence on March 1. The charges 
were the same as for the first company. 


Sponge Trade Restraints Prohibited by Order 


The Federal Trade Commission has issued an order pro- 
hibiting “white listing,” “black listing,” price fixing and other 
trade restraints in the distribution of sponges. The primary 
respondents are the Sponge Institute, Washington, D. C., an 
association of wholesale distributors, and Florida Sponge 
Packers Association, Tarpon Springs, Fla., an association 
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of packers, and their officers and members. The Commis- 
sion’s findings are: 


Prior to 1935 the packers sold indiscriminately to 
wholesale distributors and to wholesalers and retailers. 
In 1935, the wholesale distributors, a dominant factor 
in the industry, set up “legitimate” channels of distribu- 
tion designed to direct the flow of sponges from packers 
to wholesale distributors, then to wholesalers and, in 
turn, to retailers and final purchasers. Dealers acquir- 
ing sponges from other sources were termed “illegiti- 
mate” dealers. 

An agreement was reached whereby the packers solic- 
ited orders only from Institute members and other “legit- 
imate” dealers and sold to others only at a 20 per cent 
price differential. The wholesale distributors confined 
their purchases to cooperating packers. Periodically 
“white lists” of “bona fide sponge house” distributors 
and cooperating packers were revised and interchanged 
to all members of both groups. Violators of the agree- 
ment were “black listed. 

The effect of such concerted action had the tendency 
and capacity " deprive wholesalers and retailers of a 
source of supply except through respondents and to de- 
prive such dealers, a the public, of advantages in price 
and service that they would enjoy under conditions of 
free and unrestrained competition. 


The order prohibits the respondents from concertedly 
entering into or carrying out any agreement to fix prices at 
which sponges will be bought and sold or to restrict sales 
or purchases to any select group of packers or distributors. 
The circulating or publishing of “white lists” naming those 
distributors confining purchases to cooperating packers, as 
well as the circulating of “black lists” naming those packers 
not confining sales to cooperating distributors, is prohibited 
by the order. 


Changes Announced in Simplification Committee 


Frank A. Wilder, who has served for years as chairman 
of the Association's Committee on Simplification of Con- 
tainers, has resigned from both the chairmanship and the 
committee, President Graefe has designated H. F. Krimen- 
dahl as chairman of the Committee and appointed Robert C. 
Paulus to fill the vacancy created by Mr. Wilder's resignation. 


Canners Urged to Keep Records on Swells 


To permit further consideration of the subject of swell 
allowances by the Joint Conference Committee of the Can- 
ners and Distributors, definite data will be necessary in 
accordance with the decision of the Committee at its meet- 
ing in Chicago in January, when action on the subject was 
postponed to permit the collection of adequate information. 


The Committee recommended that both distributors and 
canners should keep accurate records of claims for swells 
during 1939. Upon these statistics, relative to the actual 
occurrence of swells, will be based further consideration of 
the subject by the Committee during the 1940 convention. 


The information needed is (1) what canners have paid 
to buyers for actual swells on shipments of various products, 
and (2) buyers’ complete records of actual swells found in 
canned food shipments. 


Investigation Exonerates Canned Food 


Investigation of a report from Pittsburgh, involving the 
death of a woman and illness of several other persons, has 
been completed by the Association. Early newspaper reports 
attributed the death of the woman to eating a cherry pie 
made from commercially canned cherries. 

However, the outbreak has been definitely established by 
competent authority, both local and Federal, as due to the 
presence of sodium fluoride in the flour used in making the 
pie. Sodium fluoride is a poisonous substance, used as an 
exterminator of rats and other vermin. 

Whether this substance was introduced into the flour acci- 
dentally or with criminal intent has not been established yet, 
according to reports so far received. 


Indexes on Employment and Payrolls 


The following indexes on employment and payrolls are 
the latest issued by the Bureau of Labor Statistics. These 
indexes are. based on the average for the years 1923-25 as 
100 per cent. 

Employment 


Jan. Dee. Jan. 
1939 1938 1938 


Payrolls 
Jan. Dee, Jan. 
1939 1938 1038 
83.2 86.6 75.0 
71.3 77.4 74.9 


Canned Fruit Imports into United Kingdom 


Total canned fruit arrivals at the principal British ports 
in January, 1939, were 941,797 cases, compared with 426,484 
cases in January, 1938, according to the Imperial Economic 
Committee. Arrivals from the United States amounted to 
715,577 cases, compared with 266,475 cases in January, 1938; 
and from Australia, 68,978 cases, compared with 9,378 cases. 


In the following table are shown the imports of canned 
and bottled fruit, preserved in syrup, into the United Kingdom 
during the past three years, together with amounts of the 
principal products supplied by various countries: 


1936 1937 
Commodity and country of shipment 


& 
38 


or 
id 
d. 
t, 
8, 
n- 
w 
ve 
m 
is 
is 
ne 
: 
h- All 89.3 91.2 87.8 
th 
rie 
Cwt. 
Apricots, total 978,977 197,197 200,401 
6,536 12,949 
United 105,287 152,406 214,254 
Peaches, total... 900,150 718,433 800,887 
United 601,589 421,302 564,213 
Pears, total... 707,201 824,513 844,520 
pe 
at 
United 880,915 484 
st Pineapple, 1,000,849 1,012 
5,177 8 
Fruit salad, 978,067 284 
ag Currants and berries, total............... 53,201 30 
ry 
in Cherries (stoned), 7,049 6 
Others, total... 200,405 201 
(a) Included in others,” 
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CANNED FOOD EXPORTS AND IMPORTS 


Canned meats and salmon were the only groups of canned food exports showing increases in January, 1939, as 
compared with January, 1938. For the six months ending December 31, exports of meats, evaporated milk, fruits, and 
salmon showed increases for 1938, compared with same period of 1937. The following table, compiled from records of 
the Department of Commerce, furnishes figures for the months of January, 1938 and 1939, and for the six months period 
in 1937 and 1938 ending December 31: 

January, 1938 January, 1939 July-Dec., 1937 July-Dec., 1938 
Exports Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value Pounds Value 
Canned meats, total... 1,133,127 ‘ 1,241,859 ; 5,806,661 $1,821,690 6,656,592 $2,179,502 
f, corned, roast, 
boiled, hash, ham- 
48,022 91,273 312, 991 56,700 
170,666 63, 223 ,847 
97 , 457 964 : 159,579 


2,070,207 
980 , 328 


Asparagus 
Baked beans 


_ pork and beans. . . 126,197 


Soups 
‘Tomatoes 
‘Tomato paste... 
Tomato juice 


we 
= 


mts 
Sa 


vaporated 

Canned fruits, total. . 
Apples and sauce. 
Apricots 
Berries, other 
Cherries. . 
Fruits for salad. 
Grapefruit 
Loganberries. . 
Peaches 


2,387, 764 18,815,819 3,601,816 34,167,432 
Sardines........... 5,736,822 4,59 24,315,679 1,710,210 22,699,551 
Other fish 


"414,017 


3,074,716 39,649,566 4,252,160 
Condensed and 
orated milk. . 74,729 449 , 787 45,579 


Canned fish in oil: 
192 ,082 87,918 905 836 , 862 984,193 403 ,620 
280,595 §2,712 ‘ 3,710,090 690 ,967 
39 9,565 é 285 ,971 74,350 
Canned shellfish: 


Crab meat 420,303 145,074 25, 1,637,095 4,745,807 1,677,162 
Clams and oysters. . 57,122 13,809 : 110,227 359,042 77, 733 
Lobsters 13,772 5, 707 236,876 403, 143 182,919 
Other canned fish 1,587,977 135, 122 113" “610 10, 804, 173 912,529 8, 104, 180 744,516 


Canned vegetables: 
12,618 1,331 , 5,057 164,078 17, 488 196,844 17,602 
109 ,520 28 , 723 16,061 628 612 161 , 860 442,948 97,217 
4,115,265 172,520 6,967,414 254,238 30,118,694 1,264,400 37,255,609 1,387,800 


52, 436 550 , 988 40,001 3,873,674 289,696 4,909,856 326,176 
878 25,421 1,296 143 , 260 8,796 91,068 5,085 
Canned pineapple, 


dutiable 788 , 821 36,246 12,554,804 658,164 6,379,844 369 484 
Philippine Islands, 
free 119,086 19,822,040 935 ,832 20,460,286 899 , 068 
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| | 
Canned vegetables, | 
total 338,318 2,761,544 229,005 27,701,238 2,434,311 23,952,495 | 
1,052,935 165,055 631,461 80,631 7,816,638 1,185,346 7,118,566 
an 
Corn 206 6,5 232, bos 9,440 ,6010,920 20,70 94,3 | 
Peas 556,509 39,338 296 , 326 19,907 2,874,650 225,059 910 201,916 
178,009 18,740 281, 888 29,037 1, 484,600 145,414 776 150,377 
127,919 7,076 122,610 6,723 1,174,287 76,949 ,247 79, 767 
269 416 12,779 33,500 2,140 6,805,875 270,047 160 138 , 685 | 
er 230,932 14,315 200 , 588 11,675 1,433,165 96,740 , 803 78, 736 | 
Other 424,582 38,351 561,824 47,500 = 2,213,073 194,878 ,575 219,885 
223 , 792 21,305 103,612 12,258 5,398,302 674,976 482 160,731 | 
2,508,226 182 ,028 1,522,441 107,863 11,450,346 829,779 840, 089 
30,175,990 2,178,957 23,944,506 1,511,550 136,573,663 11,211,850 207 +,287 14,265,429 
928 ,090 46,729 882 , 437 35,515 7,151, 860 327,450 8,747,663 384,271 | 
2,101,165 148,095 823,689 115,706 15,774,580 1,237,059 22,514,599 1,471,737 
78,871 8,202 46,795 §,214 581,701 70,597 962 ,938 93 041 | 
349,559 37,640 419,097 36,055 1,479,901 163,888 4,378,663 324,496 
2,405 878 277,047 1,801,234 173,138 18,009,649 2,055,587 27,676,088 2,676,202 
6,992,552 48,171 6,209,304 329,135 6,159,899 389,895 9,882,896 571,629 
54,461 4,580 84,038 7,589 277,227 25,789 3,999,924 321,528 
6,325,775 422,073 4,995,527 294,259 34,539,927 2,692,919 64,386,930 3,953,683 | 
679,041 6,445,694 413,225 28,901,511 2,162,340 47,386,930 3,953,683 
813,640 76,191 818,335 68,155 20,433,760 1,785,548 13,685,631 1,033 ,066 
154,073 11,756 155,236 9,614 748 , 267 66,279 967 ,325 70,843 | 
185 ,050 19,432 263 , 120 23,945 2,515,381 234,499 2,555,471 233 , 250 
Canned fish & shellfish: 
4,942,271 
1,556, 864 
Other shellfish ..... . 137,198 16,665 66,304 10,390 456,517 78,907 62,615 | 
IMPORTS 
‘ 
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TRUCK CROP SITUATION 


Acreage for S Harvest Reduced—Movement 


Truck crop acreage for spring harvest as reported to the 
U. S. Bureau of Agricultural Economics showed a reduction 
of nearly 4 per cent below plantings to mid-February last 
year. This is the more significant because a net increase is 
shown for only one crop and the acreage of two crops is the 
same as last season, while acreages of six crops are sub- 
stantially lower. Early cabbage has increased by 8,500 
acres, and early snap beans and early tomatoes remain un- 
changed. Plantings of second early cabbage and early car- 
rots, celery, lettuce, onions, and spinach have been reduced 
by between 500 acres and 9,000 acres. The sum of the re- 
ductions in the six crops is 18,890 acres, and the total net 
reduction for the nine crops is 10,390 acres. 


Carlot shipments of truck crops have been relatively stable 
since January 1, fluctuating within a narrow range of less 
than 300 cars except for one sharp decline in the week ended 
January 28. Shipments by rail of storage cabbage have de- 
clined, while celery and tomato shipments have increased 
seasonally. Imports, largely tomatoes from Cuba and Mex- 
ico, are declining as the Cuban deal has passed its normal 
peak, and January imports from the west coast of Mexico 
were substantially below January 1938 and 1937. 


Substantial quantities of fresh vegetables are moving from 
Florida by motor-truck, probably because of the open weather 
in the Southeastern and Middle Atlantic States in recent 
weeks. During the first 2 weeks in February, 57 per cent 
of the beans, 71 per cent of the cabbage, 5 per cent of the 
celery, 100 per cent of the eggplant, 25 per cent lettuce, 86 
per cent peas, 53 per cent peppers, 12 per cent of the 
potatoes, 45 per cent of berries and 27 per cent of tomatoes 
left the State by truck. Receipts by motor-truck at New 
York and Philadelphia have been running nearly double 
those of a year ago. 


The only serious frost damage reported recently affected 
peas in the Imperial Valley of California. Frosts of Feb- 
ruary 9th and 10th terminated the lingering harvest of the 
fall pea crop, and to some extent damaged the spring acre- 
age. Reports indicate that 25 to 50 per cent of the pods for 
February harvest are frost marked. Vines are not damaged 
and a new erop will develop for March picking. The general 
quality of the February pickings, however, has been low- 
ered. Market prices of peas are higher than a month ago, 
and much higher than at this time in 1938. Slight damage 
to peas in Mississippi and to beans, peppers and tomatoes 
in Florida was caused by cold weather near the end of the 
month, 


Miss Atwater to Broadcast Tuesday 


Miss Ruth Atwater of the Association’s Home Economics 
Division will broadcast Tuesday, March 7, at 8:20 A. M., 
over station WNYC, on the City’s Food Guide Program of 
the Consumer's Service Division of the New York Depart- 
ment of Markets, This program is a daily service to women 
in the metropolitan area of New York. The station is said 
to have six or seven million listeners. 


Fruit and Vegetable Market Competition 
Carlot Shipments as .—— by the Bureau of Agricultural 


nomics, Department of Agriculture 
Week ending— Season total to— 
Feb. 25, Feb. 25, Feb, 18, Feb. 25, Feb. 25, 
1938 1939 1939 1938 1939 
Beans, snap and lima..... 246 107 149 3,429 3,700 
553 383 501 3.256 4,360 
Green peas.............. 134 122 76 1,113 685 
272 317 255 4,084 3,583 
Others: 
Domestic, competing 
4,507 4,273 2,823 84,621 77,486 
Imports competing— 
ee 67 27 33 350 575 
Indirectly........... 54 49 59 1,933 1,888 
Citrus, domestic. ........ 4,526 4,640 4,714 70,636 81,380 
ES 0 0 0 107 77 
Others, domestic......... 162 151 148 367 18,265 


Stocks of Canned Tomato Juice on February 1 


Stocks of canned tomato juice in canners’ hands on Feb- 
ruary 1 amounted to 6,537,593 cases of all sizes of cans, 
according to figures compiled by the Association's Division 
of Statistics. Stocks on February 1 were 725,905 cases 
smaller than total stocks in canners’ hands on January 1, 
1939. 

The report is based on figures from about 82 per cent of 
the pack and carryover, together with estimates for the 18 


per cent not reporting. The following table shows stocks 
on February 1 by can sizes: 


Cans Stocks 

Can Name per case Cases 
8 Z Tall (including 8 Z Short)............ 48 02,255 
No. 300 (including all 300 cans from 407 to 412)...... 48 1,039 982 
No. 303 Cylinder......... 4 763 ,218 
No. 2 Cylinder (including all 307 cans from 505 to 513). 24 904,127 
No. 3 Cylinder (including 404 cans from 615 to 708)... 12 807 065 
No. 10 (including some No. 5)...... 6 045,410 


Export Trade Statistics for 1938 Issued 


Statistics of the United States export trade in canned and 
dried foods during 1938 have been issued by the Bureau 
of Foreign and Domestic Commerce, under the title “Canned 
and Dried Foods—United States Export Trade in 1938.” In 
addition, the 1939 export outlook for many individual items 
is analyzed. Copies of the publication can be secured from 
the Bureau in Washington or through any of its district 
or cooperative offices. 


Discusses Occupational Opportunities 


Occupational opportunities for girls with home economics 
training were discussed by Miss Marjorie Black of the Asso- 
ciation’s Home Economics Division when she spoke this week 
to the assembly of 700 girls at the Anacostia Junior-Senior 
High School in Washington. During her talk, she told of 
the home economics work being carried on by the Association. 
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IMPORTS OF SUGAR FOR CONSUMPTION 
January 


on Receipts by Countries of 
and Ports. of Entry 


Total receipts of sugar for consumption in the United 
States during January, 1939, amounted to 291,158,522 
pounds, according to Department of Commerce figures. This 
total included dutiable and free sugar, both raw and refined, 
from all countries. 


The table below, compiled from a special report of the 
Department of Commerce, shows the imports for consump- 
tion into the United States during January of dutiable and 
free sugar from foreign countries and shipments of sugar to 
the United States from non-contiguous territories. Imports 
for consumption, as reported in these tables, include direct 
imports and withdrawals from bonded warehouses; in other 
words, these figures represent the amount of sugar coming 
into the United States which may be sold under the quota 
system. 


During any given month, more sugar may be brought into 
a United States port from a certain country than can be 
sold during that month under the quota assigned to that 
country. The excess usually is held in bond until a later 
date at which time it is released for sale under the quota 
applying for that month. That portion of the sugar brought 
into United States ports and stored in bonded warehouses is 
not included in “imports for consumption” until it is released 
for sale. 


Origin 
Foreign: 
Cube.... 
United Kingdom 
Guatemala 
Dominican Republic. 
Haiti 
Netherlands Indies. . 
Philippine Islands... 
Mexico....... 
China 
Hong Kong...... 
Nicaragua 


67, 311.044 

Territories: 
Hawaii...... 
Puerto Rico. . 


Total receipts........ 70,282,455 206,901,980 4,578,021 9,446,057 
The following table shows imports of dutiable and free 


sugar by port of entry: 


Raw 
Dutiable Free 


Pounds Pounds 
20,611,770 16,204,164 


Refined 
Dutiable 
Pounds 


Philadelphia...... 

Maryland 

Georgia 

Florida 

New Orleans 

Galveston... . 

Arizona 

Los Angeles 

San Francisco. ... 

Washington. ... 

Oregon 

Virgin Islands 

Hawaii 
Total. . 67,911,044 4,578,021 


Wholesale Trade in Groceries and Foods 


The dollar volume of wholesale trade in groceries and 
foods (excluding farm products) during January decreased 
over 3 per cent from January, 1938, and about 7 per cent from 
December, 1938, according to reports from 675 wholesalers 
cooperating in the monthly joint study of the National 
Association of Credit Men and the Bureau of Foreign and 
Domestic Commerce. The dollar volume of wholesale trade 
of the total group of 2,560 wholesalers of all kinds reporting, 
increased during January about 4 per cent from January, 1938. 


Pack of California Canned Fish 


At the end of December, the pack of sardines in California 
for the season beginning in August, 1938, aggregated 1,431,000 
standard cases of 48 one-pound cans, as compared with 1,358, 
000 cases during the same period the previous year, accord- 
ing to data issued by the Division of Fish and Game of 
California. 

The California pack of canned mackerel during 1938 
amounted to 947,000 cases of 48 one-pound cans, compared 
with California and New England pack in 1937 of 841,000 
cases. 

The pack of canned tuna and tunalike fishes in California 
during 1938 amounted to 2,650,000 cases of 48 half-pound 
cans. This represents a decrease of about 16 per cent as 
compared with the pack in 1937, 


Veterans Bureau Asks Bids on Canned Spinach 


Bids on 6,700 dozen No. 10 cans of spinach, to be received 
by March 21, have been requested by the Veterans Adminis- 
tration. The invitation specifies the amounts of this total 
that are to be delivered f.0.b. to Administration supply depots 
at Perryville, Md., San Francisco, and Chicago. 
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